capacity as a mentor and leader, a kind of Hamelin Flautist of Hepatology. It is only another of his talents to have turned out most of his former fellows and international colleagues into good personal friends, myself included, with whom he continues to share work, ideas and pleasure. His friendship is specially praised as he is a delicate blend of a British gentleman, and a light hearted, spontaneous Italian, with the advantages of both (and without the potential inconveniences). It is my personal feeling that what his fellows say, tells you a lot about his qualities as a man. The responses that I received to the question ''Describe Andy Burroughs in a few words'' do not require any comment. He was portrayed as being an: ''Inspiring, enthusiast leader; always available to listen and advice; has made me feel always at home; pays attention to every detail; the most influential person I've met; he made me realise how nice the legs of that ITU nurse are; and I'll give an arm and a leg for him!''.
One cannot talk about Dr. Burroughs's achievements without mentioning his great skills as a speaker and teacher. He probably is one of the most influential hepatologists worldwide, having given over 380 international lectures in 47 different countries. This is only matched by his written contributions: over 120 chapters in textbooks; over 540 peer-reviewed articles that have get over 20,000 citations, and an H-index of 60.
During all these years he has been firmly supported first by Dame Sheila Sherlock, then by Neal McIntyre, and now by the new leader of the Liver Unit at the Royal Free, his good friend Massimo Pinzani. However, his many achievements in work and life would have not been possible without the help of his fellows and his close co-workers Aiden McCormack, Keith Roles and David Patch, and without the support of his caring wife Clare, and his children Natasha, James and Helena. To all of you, congratulations!
